Who Was HePRIVATE 

SHOW COVER OF LIFE

Talk about article

Who was he?

GOD:

O/T - Identified as God - Appeared as 'Angel of the Lord'   This angel is no ordinary angel.   He is Identified as God(ex 3:1), Pardons Sin (Ex 23, 20,21), and is worshipped (Josh 5:13 -15)

Immanuel, GOD WITH US, prophesied by Isaiah (7:14) fulfilled in Luke (1:35)  

To a fallen world, He was God come in the flesh.

MAN:

N/T - born of a woman, fully man, but without sin(2 Cor 5:21 - He who knew no sin became sin for us)

Heb 4:15 reminds us that because He was fully human, and tempted in every way we are, He can be sympathetic and compassionate towards us.  Talk about struggles, Jesus was tired, hungry, wrestled with hurt from rejection of His people.   He understands our every weakness.

MINE:

To all who know him personally, He is an intimate friend. (talk about times you nearly died, how Jesus was there.  Talk about the struggles in our marriage and how 'Holy, Holy, etc.' brought the beginning of healing.   Jesus was always there to meet us at our need.

I have stated that whatever a holy God requires of us a Holy God supplies.  I need Jesus.

ISAIAH 9:6,7   - His divinity (a son is given) his humanity(a child is born)

OUR PEACE:

Christmas the season of 'peace on earth and goodwill towards men'   Jesus is our peace.   Romans 5:1 - we have peace  with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

OUR JOY:

Joyeaux Noel (joyous Christmas, merry and joy, interchangeable)   We had no strength, says Romans 5:6.   Have you ever felt that way.  You just can't seem to muster enough will power to keep going?  Joy is strength.   The Joy of the Lord is our strength - Jesus is that Joy.  No-one knows laughter like Him.  No-one understands our need for Joy.  (talk about article - 100 real solid laughs more calories than 10 minutes of aerobic exercise)  'The merry heart doeth good like a medicine'  Joy heals.  He is our Joy.

OUR DELIVERER:

The law, states Paul in Romans 8, was weak through the flesh and could not save us.   Jesus delivered us form the penalty of the law.   He took the full penalty of the law on our behalf.  THE WAGES OF SIN - THE FREE GIFT.

OUR CHRISTMAS PRESENT FROM GOD>

Jesus is our Christmas present from God.   Wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger seems a far cry from being wrapped in paper and laid under a tree.

But why do we give gifts to each other?  Isn't it, in the end analysis, to remember the gift that God gave us?   Two thousand years ago, in a lonely stable, born to a virgin, was a child.  That child, this Jesus, grew in favour with man and God, and, with the deliberate foreknowledge and determination of God, gave Himself as a gift to us that we might be reconciled to God through His death on the cross.

WHO WAS HE?

Just who we were promised.  A man and God Himself.  Our Christmas gift.  CALL

