EVANGELISM FOR KINGDOM CHRISTIANS

 

Introduction:

 

Kevin Taylor tells the story of when Satan argued with Jesus one time about who had the greater power! Satan said, ’I can do anything you can do only better.’ Jesus replied, ’Ok, prove it, go ahead and try creating a man.’ Satan said, ’No problem,’ as he reached down and picked up a handful of dirt and began to mold and shape it. With that, Jesus slapped his hand and said, ’Get your own dirt!’
...

 

The Bible tells us that the “earth is the Lord’s and everything in it”. (Psalm 24:1 NLT)

 

When Jesus ascended into the heavens (Acts 1), an angel admonished the early church that He would also return.  In the Revelation, we read that Jesus warned us, “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed are those who obey the prophecy written in this scroll." (NLT Rev. 22:7)

 

He is coming soon.  I believe that as the church age is ending, God is calling our a Kingdom people, a people that will be willing to completely lose their own lives.  It is interesting that in every Gospel, Jesus warned that a Kingdom person must lose his or her own life:

 

	Matthew 16:25 
	25If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life. 

	Mark 8:35 
	35If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will find true life. 

	Luke 9:24 
	24If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life. 

	Luke 17:33 
	33Whoever clings to this life will lose it, and whoever loses this life will save it. 

	John 12:25 
	25Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who despise their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 


 

It is in light of this powerful truth that I want to ask:  “What does evangelism look like for the Kingdom person, for the person whose life matters less to them than the Good News?”

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 – For Kingdom Christians, Evangelism Is Not An Option

 

A mark of a Kingdom Christian is a hunger to obey the commands of Jesus, no matter what the cost.  When the words of Matthew, Chapter 28, and verses 16-20 are clearly understood, there is a challenge to every one of us.

 

First, this passage contains only one command: Make Disciples. Jesus is telling us that He is not satisfied with people that just show up in church.  Converts are okay, he said, but I want a people that are just like you: Disciples who will sacrifice everything to follow Me.

 

In the Greek, the word “go” in this passage has the sense that it is connected to the command.  That is, you cannot make disciples unless you first deal with the idea that you must “go”.  The context is also universal: no one is excused from going, everyone must go, and everyone must make disciples.  Failure to “go” results in a failure to make disciples: failure to make disciples results in a direct disobedience to the command.

 

Kingdom Christians love to rush to obedience.  We understand that the commands of Christ must be fulfilled, not out of obligation and a fear of punishment, but birthed out of love and joy.  

 

In John 14, verses 15 and 21, Jesus points to this aspect of the Kingdom Christian.  He says that those who love Him obey Him, and that not only will the Father love them too but also they will see Jesus revealed!

 

What an encouragement!  It’s no wonder Kingdom Christians get excited about obedience…it leads to a revelation encounter with Jesus Christ!

 

“I will reveal myself to each one of them.” Jesus said in verse 21 of John’s Gospel.  Wow!  Do you hunger for a revelation encounter?  Are you one of those who have hungered to see Jesus?  The answer: Obey!

 

Let’s look again at the command:  we must go, and we must make disciples. Obviously, between going and making there must be some process, some series of events in which people respond to the Gospel and put their trust in Jesus Christ.  Stating the obvious:  there must be witnessing.  The “go” implies that you have a purpose, a clear direction.  We see in Luke that Jesus stated this a little differently so we might get a hold of the purpose:

 

“With my authority, take this message of repentance to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: `There is forgiveness of sins for all who turn to Me.'48You are witnesses of all these things.49"And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven." Luke 24:47-49 NLT

What is the message?  Repentance! Turn away from your sins, turn to God and receive the forgiveness of sins that is available because of what Jesus did for us!  Peter reminds us that one thing that has delayed the return of Christ is God’s mercy: He is giving time for people to repent! (2Peter 3:9)

 

God is merciful, but He commands people everywhere to repent.  It is insufficient to just be sorry about sin: nearly all of us feel bad when something bad happens. We regret certain actions; we apologize when we are at fault.  Everyone does.

 

But God wants repentance.  In 2Corinthians 7:10, we are warned that sorrow without repentance leads to death.  Why?  Only true repentance can allow God permission to deal with sin.  That is why the Kingdom message is “Repent.”

 

Of course, this means that part of Kingdom witnessing will include an explanation of what God calls sin, and an opportunity for the person you are speaking with to respond to something like, “do you want to receive Christ right now?”

 

If evangelism is not an option, if the Love of God for the lost and hunger for a personal revelation of Jesus compel us, how do we begin?

 

 

2 – Kingdom Christians Depend On The Power Of The Holy Spirit

 

There are four key elements to power evangelism.  These are: 

 

1 – Corporate Worship

2 – Word

3 – Prayer

4 – Power

 

1 – Worship

 

Why would I put corporate worship at the top of my list when speaking of the power of the Holy Spirit?  In the Old Testament, we see again and again that the great men of God entered into private worship, which seemed to be a key source of strength for them.   So why public: why corporate?

 

There is a powerful way in which God works during the gathering of Christians.  Matthew 18:20.   In the New Testament, it was whenever two or more were together that Jesus showed up in power.  We see this in the Old Testament at the dedication of Solomon’s temple.  In the Kingdom, we see this in Acts 2 and Acts 4:21.   When God shows up, exciting things begin to happen!

 

John Piper, the prominent Baptist pastor from Minneapolis, states it very well: 

"The fuel for world wide missions is Worship."
2 – Word
 

The Bible says that there are four kinds of speech, or wisdom, I can present to people.  Eccles. 10:10 put it this way: “Since a dull ax requires great strength, sharpen the blade. That's the value of wisdom; it helps you succeed.”
 

We need the wisdom of God’s Word if we are to succeed.  However, there are other kinds of wisdom.  We can try to argue someone into faith.  Guess what?  It doesn’t work, because as soon as a better debated comes along, they change their minds again.  It is because, as 

 

What are the three kinds of wisdom that oppose God? James tells us that they are “earthy” wisdom, “sensual” wisdom and “devilish” wisdom.    For example, the word “sensual” (translated “unspiritual” in the NLT) has at it’s root the same word for which we get our modern word “psychology”.  

 

I suggest that ‘earthy’ wisdom appeals to the flesh; ‘sensual’ to the intellect and “devilish’ to the fallen spirit.  In contrast, the wisdom of the word is foolishness to those who are perishing (1Cor 3:19), but it is the only wisdom that has any power.

 

Putting it another way…know your Bible and quote it often when sharing Christ.

 

 

 

3 – Prayer

 

Two key truths to keep in mind when sharing the Gospel of the Kingdom.  (A) This is a war, a battle for the hearts, the minds and the souls of men.  (B) Our warfare is not with flesh and blood; it is with the enemy of the Kingdom. (Eph 6:12, 2Cor. 10:4,5)

 

The battle is fought before we “go”.  In Ephesians, Chapter 6 and verses 10-20 we read:

10A final word: Be strong with the Lord's mighty power.11Put on all of God's armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the Devil.12For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms.13Use every piece of God's armor to resist the enemy in the time of evil, so that after the battle you will still be standing firm.14Stand your ground, putting on the sturdy belt of truth and the body armor of God's righteousness.15For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News, so that you will be fully prepared.* 16In every battle you will need faith as your shield to stop the fiery arrows aimed at you by Satan.* 17Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.18Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere.19And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the right words as I boldly explain God's secret plan that the Good News is for the Gentiles, too.* 20I am in chains now for preaching this message as God's ambassador. But pray that I will keep on speaking boldly for him, as I should. (NLT)

 

Note that they key here, the primary theme as Paul encourages us to prepare ourselves is verse 18:  PRAY AT ALL TIMES AND ON EVERY OCCASION IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  That is the key to victory…prayer!

 

4 – Power

When steps 1 through 3 are in place in your life, you can depend on step 4 being real too!  What is “power”?

Really, it is understanding that our mission is centered in and dependant on Jesus Christ, the risen Lord and Sovereign King of the universe.  It is authority, imparted to Christ and through the Holy Spirit to us.  Jesus said, in the passage we read in Matthew that he had been given all authority.  In Colossians 1:15-19 this gets defined when we see that:  

15Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before God made anything at all and is supreme over all creation.* 16Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can't see--kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created through him and for him.17He existed before everything else began, and he holds all creation together.18Christ is the head of the church, which is his body. He is the first of all who will rise from the dead,* so he is first in everything.19For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ,20and by him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of his blood on the cross.

When Jesus sent out His disciples before the day of Pentecost, they had power to heal the sick and cast our demons in His name.  HOW MUCH MORE TODAY? The Kingdom Christian walks in this wonderful truth.

 

 

3 – Kingdom Christians Accept Personal Responsibility

It is easy to suggest that reaching the lost and dying is someone else’s job. “I am not an evangelist”. “I don’t know how to share Christ.” “I am afraid of looking stupid.”  

In Galatians chapter 6 and verses 1-10, Paul sandwiches a great challenge to us in the middle of a discussion about helping both Christians and unchurched folks to repent and walk in holiness.  He says: 5For we are each responsible for our own conduct.

In other words, cut the excuses, because you have responsibilities.    I was reading in Ezekiel where God warns Israel that if they did not accept responsibility to warn people about sin, they would die.  If they did warn them, regardless of the results, they would live.

Folks, we are seed sewers and watering cans of grace.  Paul, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, said in 1Corinthians chapter 3 and verses 1-8 that God does the work; we just plant seeds and water them.

Sewing seeds is easy.  Watering is easy.  All you do is tell people what Jesus has done for you, and answer any questions to the best of your ability.

The key is to remember that God does the work: It is HIS Word that does not fail, it is His power that saves, it is He that gives the gift of faith and it is His Holy Spirit that will lead and guide a person into truth.  

Where our personal responsibility lies is to try!  Attempt.  Risk.  Without that, without us stepping out, God cannot act!  The moment we step out and take a risk, we give God permission to act through our choices.

 

CONCLUSION:

Kingdom Christians
1 – Know that evangelism is not optional

2 – Depend on the Holy Spirit in worship, the Word, prayer and power.

3 – Accept responsibility to step out so God can move.

 

CALL

