Scripture: John 11:49 - 54PRIVATE 

EPHRAIM

In the Old Testament we see many pictures or types that were shadows of things to come.  For example, the ritual sacrifice of the passover lamb was a picture of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephraim, this little village that Jesus and His disciples went to dwell in right after Caiphus made that incredible prophetic statement, is also a picture.

Ephraim is used in the Old Testament as a picture of the Gentiles (non - Jewish) believers.

Here we see that when the proclamation of the Lord's impending death was made, Jesus chose to identify Himself with dwelling among Gentiles!

This morning, I want to show you this picture.  By seeing these pictures in the Bible we have a clearer understanding of many of the prophecies and unconditional promises of God.

To start:  Where did Ephraim come from?

Talk about Joseph:  -rejected by 10 of his 11 brothers

                            -a slave in Egypt(type for sin)

                            -a ruler in Egypt(picture of the prosperity of God's people among the heathen)

                            -married a gentile, an Egyptian

                            -two sons: firstborn was Manassah

                                            second was Ephraim.

Genesis 48:17-19 identifies Israel, Joseph's father as blessing Ephraim with the blessing of the firstborn, even though he was younger.  WHY?

Because, as 19, his offspring shall become a multitude of many nations!  Israel was one nation.  Ephraim would become many!  This is why we identify Ephraim as a type for the gentiles.  His mother was a gentile, he was a gentile (Jewishness' from mother to son, not father).  The father of gentile believers.

Keep in mind that Israel had already blessed JUDAH with the firstborn blessing for his sons.  In Israel, Judah would be pre-eminent.  From Judah would come the Messiah.  Judah, or what we now call 'Jews' would dominate Israel.

But God also refers to Ephraim as His firstborn!   One of the interesting pictures we see again and again in the Old Testament is God raising up the second-born over the first.  Esau and Jacob is one example.

Judah and Ephraim came to be identified very separately.  Hosea spends a great deal of time with this, identifying Ephraim and Israel together and Judah separately(ex. Hosea 5:5)  In the time of Jesus, Israel and Ephraim, what was left of them, were known as 'Samaritans'.  Judah and Benjamin, the two southern tribes, were the only two tribes that could be reasonably certain of their ancestry.

So Ephraim, the tribe, is less important than the picture.  Ephraim, representing the Gentiles.

WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT EPHRAIM IN THIS CONTEXT?

Ezekial 37:15-23 makes one of the greatest prophetic statements in the Scriptures.

Exekial is told to take two sticks.  One stick represents Judah and those of the children of Israel who are with him.  These would be any and all of Israel that returned after the captivity in Babylon that today, in our world, are descended from tribes other than Judah but are called Jews.

The other stick was to represent Ephraim and all those of Israel with him.  This pictures the gentiles and all those descended from Israel who are not 'Jewish' today.

Ezekial is then told to make them into one stick.  One!  God states that He will take the stick representing the gentiles and that representing the Jews and make them one!

How will He do this?

Isaiah 66:8 declares a wonder that a nation will come into existence in one day!  This is unheard of!  However, in the late 1940's that is exactly what happened.  Israel, the modern nation did not exist before sunrise of one day and by sunset they were a nation.  By 1960, 1/6th of all Jews in the world lived in Israel.

But this is not what God declares here.  What He declares here is even more incredible.  Jeremiah 50:4 and Ezekial 37:21 declares that God will take the children of Israel from among the nations to which they have gone and will gather them from all over the world and return them to Israel! 

Paul declares in Romans 11 that Israel had a false step and transgression.  What was it?  They did not believe that God was going to take the gospel to the gentiles!  Read verse 19 of chapter 10!  That is what it says.

But Paul also states that if their stumbling has so enriched the world, how much more will their full re-instatement (verse 12)

So what of this passage that Israel and the gentiles will be made one?

There is only one way to salvation.  There is only one cross, one Lord Jesus and one hope.  For Israel, as Paul refers to it in Romans 12, to become one with the gentile believers, with us, they need to get saved.

Will they be?  Listen to Paul's bold statements in Romans 12: 25-27.  This is what the Bible says.  "Lest you be self-opinionated, I do not want you to miss this hidden truth and mystery, brethren: a hardening has befallen a part of Israel until the full number of the ingathering of the Gentiles has come in.

           And so all Israel will be saved.  As it is written, the Deliverer will come form Zion, He will banish ungodliness from Jacob(Isa 59:20,21)

           And this will be My covenant with them when I take away their sins.

            From the point of view of the Gospel they are enemies which is for your advantage and benefit.  But from the point of view of God's choice (the greek word means election, or divine selection) they are still the beloved for the sake of their forefathers.

            For God's gifts and His call are irrevocable."

What is the full number of the ingathering of the gentiles?  You would not believe the arguments over that statement.  There are even those who will argue that Israel today is the church and does not mean the people of Israel.  Personally, I don't think the Word of God could be clearer that these statements in Romans to show that the terms Gentile and Israel meant two separate things even after the cross.

I believe that the full gathering of the gentiles, the picture of Ephraim will be complete when God says so.  (a cop-out, I know)

I want to conclude with a brief look back at a prophetic word that details God's intentions.

Zechariah chapter 12 is a famous passage concerning the destruction of those who attack Jerusalem and the mourning and repentance in Israel when they see that who they rejected is their long sought for Messiah.

But before this chapter is a powerful chapter concerning Ephraim.  Remember that Epraim is often a picture of gentile believers.

Zecheriah, chapter 10, talks about Ephraim and Judah.  What it says about Judah, you can read for yourself.

But listen:  does not this sound like exactly the way it is today!

Ephraim will be strong.

Ephraim will be a rejoicer.

Ephraim will feel great delight and glory triumphantly in the Lord

Ephraim will be sown among many nations

Yet Ephraim will remember the Lord and the children of Ephraim will prosper!

We are strong.  The church is a rejoicer!  We delight in the Lord and glory in Him.

SO how will God make us one?  Folks, it doesn't matter if you believe that the Lord shall return to physical Israel or not.  God's promise in Zechariah is that Ephraim and Judah, both Gentile and Israel, will be made one because they will both be His!  I happen to believe, as it says in Zec. 14:4 that His feet will stand on a day of war on the Mount of Olives.  I also believe that we shall see it!
