TEXT: Numbers 14: 5-12PRIVATE 

These things, according to Paul in 1Corinthians, were written down that we might not do the same sinful things that they did.  

We are on the edge of something very exciting.  We are near a crest of a mountain, on the other side of which are God's promises to us. (remind them of the prophecies and visions).

And Paul tells us that when we, as Christians, see God move, we are to believe and sanctify ourselves for Him.

What is keeping you from entering into the promises of God?  God wants to do signs and wonders; God wants to do healings; some of you will hear from God in a fresh way; all of us are called to begin to move in the promises of peace in our homes, prosperity in our church and families, health and joy in our lives.  So what is keeping us?

I believe that this event in the life of Israel is a picture of what happens in the believer's life when God calls and we fail to respond.

A) CHURCH UNIVERSAL

All over the church today there are growing signs of renewal and revival.  The Toronto Blessing is only one.  What is happening there is happening everywhere.  At 1st camp at Cowichan, from day one, exciting things happened as people were ministered to in the power of the Holy Spirit.

This is not new!  Solomon tells us there is nothing new under the sun and he is right.  God has done this before.  And we can learn from it.

At the turn of the century, God did something very similar at Azusa Street.  Those who believed and got excited about it went there, received and went home. Birthed out of that was the ACOP(our fellowship) and the PAOC of Canada, as well as many other churches.   FACT: The Pentecostal churches are the fasting growing denominations in Canada.

But while there were two that said 'let us go in' there were ten that cried 'God cannot be there for us'.  

So what happened to those groups that said of Azusa Street : this cannot be God?  They never did enter into the spiritual renewal.  Their children did!  The Charismatic movement of the sixties and seventies went through every denomination and touched the children of those who chose not to go in.

This is the picture we see in Israel.  That generation did not go in except those who believed.  (Joshua and Caleb).  But, all their children under 20 did!

B) OUR CHURCH

This body of believers was founded during the charismatic movement.  The children, the next generation of believers saw God move.  They believed and entered in.  As a result, Port McNeill saw great things happen and saw God move.

We have, like the people of Israel, seen the glory of God.  We have seen the pillar of fire by night and the pillar of cloud by day.  We have heard God speak.  Again and again, the Lord has said 'get ready, for I AM about to move.'

So what can stop us from entering in?  Here is a list from the hand of God, as written in 1Cor 10

A) 10:6 - the greek word translated examples actually means figures or pictures.  These things were our pictures.  LUSTING AFTER EVIL THINGS

Come out from the world.  Sanctify yourself.  (explain sanctify).  

B) 10:7 -THE PARTY ANIMALS  - putting anything ahead of God's plan for you is idolatry.  What is more important to you than the things of God? (TALK ABOUT IT)

C) 10:8 SEXUAL IMMORALITY - God detests sexual immorality.  Why?  Because he knows the pain, humiliation, emotional baggage and spiritual damage it does to His children.  Flee these things, says Paul.  Our church body needs to recognize and practice purity!

D) 10:9 TEMPTING CHRIST - Paul writes that the children of Israel tempted CHRIST(note, he says Christ - Who is God? - JESUS IS).  How?  Numbers 21 - by mumbling against God and against God's appointed leadership of Moses, by complaining that God was not looking after them, and by declaring their detest for God's provisions.  BE THANKFUL!

E) 10:10 MURMURING - stirring up others against church leadership.  This is serious folks.  I am not perfect.  Pastor Frank is not perfect.  Pastor Kim is not perfect.  The Deacons are not perfect.

But we are the leaders.  If you disagree with us, you need to be very careful how you say so.  Paul writes that those who murmured were destroyed of the destroyer.  Who is this? the destroyer is Satan.  Murmuring against Godly leadership removes from you the protection that God places over you.  It leaves you uncovered and open to attack.

These things are types, pictures and examples to us, writes Paul.

Do you want to go in?  Do you want to enter into the promises of God?  I believe you do, as I do.  Exciting things happen when the people of God enter in.

All of these things can be summarized by two words:  FEAR and UNBELIEF

Fear of the giants in the land ahead of them made 10 spies tremble.  Unbelief that God could do it made the nation afraid.  For those two things, the entire nation, other than Joshua and Caleb, died in the wilderness.

So what if you know it is going to challenge you.  What giants will you face?  Will you have to overcome a fear of letting go of your own control of your life.  You need more of God anyway!  Whatever it takes, whatever the cost, pay it!
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