Scripture:  Colossians Chapter 2:9-15PRIVATE 

Hallelujah, Jesus is Alive!

The song says "I serve a risen saviour, He's in the world today.  I know that he is living, whatever men may say."  Of all the vents in history, probably none has been better documented, challenged, researched and proven than the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ was seen by the women at the tomb, then by Peter,then the twelve, then more than five hundred others at one time, most of whom were still alive to agree with that statement when Paul wrote it to the fledgling church at Corinth(1Cor 15:6).

Hundreds witnessed the power of the resurrected Christ.

But the power of Jesus' victory at the cross and over death did not go with his ascension into heaven.

Nor did it cease with the completed canon, as is the theology of some.

So where is it being seen today?  Right here, right now!

Jesus Christ gave the church specific goals to accomplish.  On this resurrection sunday, I want to remind us all of what our Risen Saviour and Lord calls us to.

1) We are to preach the Good News about the victory!

Jesus said, when the good news was being preached by the seventy "behold, I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven!"  He then informed us that He has given us authority, physical and mental strength and ability over all the power that the enemy possesses.  In Luke 10:17-24, Jesus tell us that we are to rejoice because our names are written in heaven.  But He also says quite plainly that we have authority over all the powers of hell because He gives it to us.

All things have been given into Jesus power.  Until the time comes when Satan, hell and death are cast into the lake of fire, Jesus exercises much of His authority through us.  Doesn't he say "ask anything in my name and I will give it to you" and "as yet, you have asked nothing!"

Let me suggest some Scriptures to help you see this truth.  Acts 1:8 - power comes through the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:32-36 - God has established Jesus as Lord and Christ, until all His enemies are forever put down.

Ephesians 6: 10 - 18  -drawing our strength from Jesus, we are to prepare for, dress for, engage in and win spiritual warfare!

Wimpianity is not Christianity.  The Good News is that sin and death no longer have dominion over us.  In Him we live and move and have our being.  I no longer live, says Paul, but Christ lives through me (Galatians 2:20)!

Even when we feel weak, the Lord strengthens us (Romans 8:26)

Satan is a fallen foe.  These end time struggles are the dying gasps of a desperate enemy who no longer has the power to enforce his will over the church!

We are the victors through the cross.  Indeed, as the scriptures say, we are more than conquerors!

2) Hell Gates Cannot Keep Us Out...But Are We Marching?

The word for revival in Hebrew means to bring life to a corpse!  

Nehemiah, the principal subject of the Old Testament book by the same name, came to Jerusalem at a time when the temple and the walls needed rebuilding.  Nehemiah, as he began to pray, realized the problem was spiritual.   To defeat the enemy, Nehemiah took certain steps which we ,too, need to take if we are going to see revival in Port McNeill.

  -HE IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS PART OF THE PROBLEM

The church needs revival. I need revival.  You need revival.  We are part of the problem...every great work, both in Scripture and historically has been prefaced by men and women crying out of their need for God to move.  We need to acknowledge that we really don't have God's heart when it comes to His work.  We are part of the problem.

-HE IDENTIFIED THE ENEMIES WITHOUT AND THE PROBLEM PEOPLE WITHIN

Folks, the church in Port McNeill has enemies.  The moment Satan sees that we are serious about moving on in God, opposition will stir up.  Where will it come from?

In Nehemiah's case, there was Sanballat and the Samaritans to the north; Tobiah and the Ammonites in the east; Gesham the Arab in the south; the Ashodites in the west.

North, South, East and West.  Every direction.   In the book of Nehemiah, we see that these enemies ridiculed the work, promoted internal conflicts, planned a physical assault and even tempted Nehemiah to leave the work altogether "for a meeting"!

-HE SOLVED THE PROBLEMS BY LISTENING TO THE WORD OF GOD

When we begin to take this city for Jesus Christ, when God's Spirit begins to revive us and then others, the most important tool we have will be the Word of God.

This includes the written Word, the prophetic Word, and, most significant of all, the Logos- the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ!

When people outside accuse us of fanaticism...we respond only with the preaching of the cross.   When people within object or try to take advantage (i.e., other Christians who disagree with us 'theologically' or ridicule us as being 'demonized') we respond with the preaching of the cross.  When satan awakens to the fact the people are being saved and the church in Port McNeill is revived, we respond with the cross...remember "they overcame his with the word of their testimony and the blood of the Lamb".

We will face rejection from those who ridicule the work of God.  We will recognize spiritual loafers who slow down God's work.   Rumours and misinformation will happen.  Internal problems may arise...

We need to remember our loyalty to each other.  We must remind ourselves that even the pastor is only human, and when I blow it, forgive me.   

Most of all we need to be in prayer, making warfare to defeat the attempts of the enemy to deny the power of the risen Lord Jesus at work in us.

A time has come for the church to arise in Port McNeill.  A time has come for us to begin to march on the enemy.  We are going to kick the gates of hell right off the hinges, enter enemy controlled territory and take back all the people, places and things that the enemy has stolen.

Do you want to join us?  Folks, I love you.  Please don't misunderstand this next statement.  But if you can't join us in reaching this place for the Lord, please don't hinder us. 

Are you ready?  Are you committed to revival?  No?  Neither am I.  But I want to be!  Please join me as I pray and ask God to move in power through me!  

