JULY 1ST LONG WEEKEND, 1994PRIVATE 

HEAL OUR NATION!
Scripture:  Exod 15:22-26

In the early 1900's, in Alaska, a volcanic explosion took place that covered hundreds of miles with darkness and left hugh areas devastated under fifteen and twenty feet of volcanic ash.  A nearby community, about one hundred miles from the center of the blast underwent terror as the ash began to fall and the midday sky became so dark that it was impossible to flee because no-one could see.  Two days later, when the sky cleared enough to see, residents of the town climbed out of their houses, amazed that they had survived.

Today, Kodiak island has many thriving communities.  The site of the volcanic explosion, the nearby mainland, aleutian peninsula, is quiet...but seismologists are suggesting that the near future will bring another of these explosions.

To put this in our terms, if this explosion had happened in Vancouver, Seattle would be covered in three to six feet of ash...and the greater Vancouver area would cease to exist.

Yet people are still living within a short distance of this place of terror.

You will remember the recent eruption of Mount St. Helen and how some people ignored the warnings.  One garrulous old fellow even refused to move.   Yet when it blew, sending two-hundred mile and hour winds down the mountain, destroying forests and changing the landscape, some only then realized the mistake they had made.

Again and again in history, political, social and economic disasters of equally great magnitude have overtaken nations.  Rome, that great empire, based its economic wealth on expansion and growth.  After conquering a nation, the best of that new province would be sent to Rome.  Eventually, fat and morally corrupt, the Roman Empire stopped expanding.  Losing it's drive, it became inwardly focussed, a welfare state where the masses of people in Rome were fed, housed and entertained at State expense.  Even though nominally ruled by an Emperor, the great Roman statesman Cicero pointed out that most decisions were made to please the masses.

Eventually, through decay and economic collapse, the Roman empire fell.

History reveals that even when the collapse was immanent, few did anything to stave it off.  The Bible also reveals that the numbers of individuals who heed God's warnings and respond accordingly are usually a minority.  Most people are willingly deceived, or impotent to act.

Israel ignored the warning of God.  Time and again in Scripture we see the nation of Israel sick and helpless because they have failed to hear God.  

Today, this great country of Canada is very close to a fall as great as anything in history.  Morally corrupt, we have failed to include God in our schools, homes and government.  Socially corrupt, we have winked at acts of violence and crime so that the heroes of today are often those we know are guilty of horrendous acts.  Young people take for role models actors and actresses from movies and television who are the most violent and morally corrupt of people.

And economically we are as close to disaster as any nation in history.  Just a few years ago, New Zealand staved off complete economic collapse.  Faced with a burgeoning per capita deficit, the World Bank refusing to extend further credit and failure of the social welfare system, the government of New Zealand tightened its belt and determined to eliminate the deficit.  Those with savings used them up trying to stay solvent.  Many lost jobs.  Poverty resulted in changed lifestyles.

But Canada's per capita debt is bigger than New Zealand's ever was!  We are closer to economic collapse than almost any country in the world!

Why?

Because we too have failed to heed God's warnings.  As I reflect on this Canada Day weekend, I think of a country in which God is seldom considered.  Secular humanism teaches that moral values are derived from human experience.  In fact, the Humanist Manifesto, a document published in 1933 which explains the humanist view, states " Ethics is autonomous and situational"

What that means is that you decide what is right and wrong for you in each situation. Without God's holiness as a standard, murder becomes o.k. if situations and my decision demands it.

God is calling this nation to repentance.  If the coming economic and social disaster is to be averted, we must be like those long ago men of Nineva.  From the king in his palace to the pauper on the street, the entire nation repented.

Canada too must, as a nation, repent.  Billy Graham once stated that if God did not judge our culture for it's sins He would have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.  To avoid this judgement we must repent.

And, if we repent, we will be healed.  Where does it begin?  Christian, it begins with us.  2 Chronicals 7:14 says "If my people, which are called by my name(READ IT)"

Canada needs God's healing.  Oh, God, how we need You to heal our land.  The song says, "Lord we long for you to move in power".  Lord we, your people, on this Canada Day long weekend, cry out to you "heal our nation".  

