THE BIBLICAL NORMPRIVATE 

Talk about last week - talk about stability, no-one being forced by God to be something they are not (we ARE NOT a Vineyard - we are God's field!)

Talk about what is normal, new testament wise.

Acts 2 - the first baptism experience? no - look at Jesus.  Did He have the Holy spirit before His baptism in water?  (Obviously!) After?  Luke 4:14 makes it plain that Jesus received the power of the Holy Spirit.
What about this day of Pentecost?  Was that it?    No.  There were a series of them in the New Testament.  Samaria next, after Philip evangelized (Acts 8:14-17). (Note conservative scholar Matthew Henry, re this "It is said (vs. 16), the Holy Ghost was as yet fallen upon none of them, in those extraordinary powers which were conveyed by the Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  They were none of them endued with the gift of tongues which seems then to have been the most usual immediate effect of the pouring out of the Spirit...this was both an eminent sign to those that believed not, and of excellent service to those that did.  This, and other such gifts, they had not, only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, and so engaged in Him and interested in Him, which was necessary to salvation, and in this they had joy and satisfaction (vs 8) though they could not speak with tongues.  They laid hands on them to signify that their prayers were answered, and that the gift of the Holy Ghost was conferred upon them; for, upon the use of this sign, they received the Holy Ghost and spoke with tongues"

 Sometimes it seemed to have happened spontaneously.  E.g. - the Ethiopian Eunuch and Cornelius at Caesarea Philippi.

There is another in Acts, 30 years later!  Paul is making his second visit to Ephesus, when he runs into some people who told him they were disciples.  Look at this:  Paul did NOT QUESTION THEIR SALVATION BUT QUESTIONED ONLY IF THEY HAD YET RECEIVED THEY HOLY SPIRIT!  When they replied that they didn't even know there was such a thing, then Paul looked further and discovered they didn't yet know Jesus.  Paul teaches them about Jesus, baptizes them, THEN laid hands on them...what happened?  They spoke in tongues and prophesied!(Acts 19)

Talk about liturgical and church practice from the early church (baptism, confirmation) -(the assumption of salvation, followed by the laying on of hands to give the Holy Spirit)

Folks, Ephesians 4:5 says there is one baptism.  

OVERHEAD

So what is normal?  That we are all baptized in the Holy Spirit, that we might all speak with tongues and prophecy so that we might individually and corporately be built up.
